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February 9, 2018 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
The month of February, while a short one, has so much going on. I will do my best to try and capture it 
all. As you are aware, we are all diligently working on our projects for the 100th Day on February 15th. I 
have been sharing a plethora of ideas for collections via Class Dojo and how to display these either on a t-
shirt or a poster board. I know that one friend in Grade 1 (Noah) is making a collection with his Pokemon 
stickers. He is organizing them in groups of 10 and by characteristics or ability. How creative is that? I 
cannot wait to see it or to hear him talk about it to his peers. Look for items that they have a personal 
connection to and they will love to delve into this work.  
 
Our school will also be celebrating Kindness Week from February 19th-23rd.  Our students will be 
engaging in acts of kindness for the week and will receive acknowledgement and credit with stickers that 
have our fantastic Brandt Bear emblazoned on them.  These have just been unboxed and they are really 
lovely. It is our goal to communicate the value of kindness via celebration and then continue to encourage 
these daily and throughout their lives. Look out for the stickers! We are so proud of our Social-Emotional 
Focus and are confident that this and other activities like it will continue to grow our capacity in this 
arena. 
 
Black History Month is off to an amazing start with readers sharing about Bessie Walker, Jesse Owens, 
George Washington Carver and Garrett Morgan. The readers for next week will highlight Louis 
Armstrong, Ruby Bridges, Rosa Parks, and Harriet Tubman. We look forward to learning about the 
musical genius and those brave and determined women who have carved a special place in American 
history. In the individual classes students are also finding inspiration and mentorship and this is 
manifesting itself in writing prompts and lively discussions.  
   
Thank you for the overall improvement as it relates to arrival time. This past week we say fewer students 
on the late trains. That is fantastic. As a reminder we begin to move our lines from the lower level at 8:15 
am. We then keep the doors open until 8:18 am as we “board” the first late train. Once the double doors 
are closed, children will receive a late slip and will be escorted up to the third floor via other trains that 
are led by certificated staff. As we look forward to the growth of our school to include Grade 3 in SY 18-
19, there will be changes to the arrival process as we must ensure that that we focused on safety and 
organized processes.  
 
Lastly, we have officially opened our Little Lending Library on the 3rd floor. As shared via dojo, this is a 
small library where any child can borrow a book to read. It operates off of the honor system and so we do 
expect these to be returned so that another child can also enjoy them. We are happy to add more books to 
our library and grow it in partnership with our fantastic parent community! 
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-
up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


